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ANDREW SCHEER TO MAKE EI MATERNITY BENEFITS TAX-FREE  

 
Justin Trudeau said he would help the middle class, but the last four years show that he is not 
as advertised. He raised taxes on 80 per cent of middle-class families and brought in a carbon 
tax that makes everyday essentials more expensive. 
 
Life is expensive enough already without the government costing you more. If you work hard, 
you should be able to buy a home, save for retirement, and care for your children and aging 
parents. 
 
Andrew Scheer and Canada’s Conservatives have a plan to put more money in your pocket to 
help you and your family get ahead. Having a child is an exciting milestone in any person’s life, 
but it comes with added costs and pressures 
 
As Prime Minister, Andrew Scheer will make maternity benefits tax-free. This will help new 
parents and young families get ahead.  
 
THE ISSUE 
 
Today, Canadian families are under pressure and worried about their future. They have less 
money in their pockets at the end of the month. Nearly half of Canadian families are less than 
$200 away from insolvency at the end of each month. Many new parents are surprised by how 
quickly the costs add up – diapers, toys, bottles, new clothes every three months – and many 
families spend over $10,000 or more on their babies’ first 12 months. Families are looking for 
help. But Trudeau has proven he can’t be trusted to deliver it.  

If re-elected and given four more years, his endless deficits will force him to raise taxes even 
higher and his carbon tax will go up, making gasoline, groceries and home heating even more 
expensive.  

Life will become even more unaffordable if Trudeau is re-elected.  

THE PLAN 
 
Andrew Scheer has a plan for you to get ahead.  

 To put more money in the pockets of new families, as Prime Minister, Andrew Scheer 
will make maternity benefits tax-free. 
 

 A new Conservative government would remove federal income tax from EI maternity and 
EI parental benefits by providing a tax credit of 15 per cent for any income earned under 
these two programs.  
 

 The benefit to a Canadian whose regular salary is $50,000 would be about $4,000, 
as this table shows: 
 

(Note: Statistics Canada reports that, in 2017, the average Canadian woman reported 
total income of $38,700 and employment income of $37,000.)  
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If you ordinarily 
make… 

Then your EI 
benefits would 
be… 

And your tax credit 
would be… 

$25,000 $13,750 $2,063 

$35,000 $19,250 $2,888 

$37,000 $20,350 $3,053 

$38,700 $21,285 $3,193 

$40,000 $22,000 $3,300 

$50,000 $27,500 $4,125 

 

 A Conservative government will provide a tax credit of an equivalent amount for 
residents of Quebec who receive benefits under the Quebec Parental Insurance Plan 
(QPIP). 
 

 As well, Scheer will include a carry-forward provision to ensure that all parents are 
treated equally regardless of the timing of their leave or their child’s birth. This will allow 
parents to carry forward any unused portion of their tax credit to use against their taxes 
in a future year. 
 

THE CHOICE 
 
This election is about the kind of country Canada will be for you and your family.  

Will it be a country where you can’t seem to get ahead because life is too expensive? Or will 
Canada be a country where life is affordable? Where no matter who you are or where you live, 
you can achieve your dreams and build the life you want? 

Justin Trudeau and the Liberals have made life harder and more unaffordable for your family. 
He has raised taxes and made the costs of everyday essentials more expensive.  

You can’t trust Justin Trudeau to help you get ahead. When it comes to affordability, Justin 
Trudeau is not as advertised.  

Andrew Scheer has a plan for you and your family to get ahead: lowering your taxes, living 
within our means, and putting more money in your pockets.  

As Prime Minister, Scheer will make life more affordable for young families by making maternity 
benefits tax-free.  


